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LAST FRIDAY, FOLLOWING MR. JUSTICE ARTHUR GOLDBERG'S KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS TO THE ANNUAL ALUMNI SEMINAR, A RECEPTION WAS GIVEN IN HIS 
HONOR AT THE TAYLOR-GRADY HOUSE. WHEN PROFESSOR RUSK INTRODUCED MY 
WIFE AND ME TO THE JUSTICE, HE SOMEHOW GOT ME CONFUSED WITH COLONEL 
BRUMBY, YOUR ESTEEMED LIBRARIAN, AND, ADDRESSING ME AS "MR. LIBRARIAN", 
JUSTICE GOLDBERG ASKED THAT I TRY AND LOCATE FOR HIM A COPY OF 
~GMORE ON TORTS, FIRST EDITION. MR. RUSK, WEARING HIS BEST DIP-
LOMATIC FACE, AGREED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE DIFFICULT FOR A GOOD 
LIBRARIAN TO LOCATE THE REQUESTED VOLUME . LATER MR. RUSK COMPLIMENTED 
ME ON THE WAY I FILLED MY SUDDEN ROLE AS LIBRARIAN. WITH PARDONABLE 
PRIDE I COULD TELL MR. RUSK THAT WHILE I COULD NOT QUALIFY AS A GOOD 
LIBRARIAN, I WAS, IN FACT , THE FIRST LIBRARIAN THIS LAW SCHOOL EVER 
HAD. 
WHEN WE MOVED THE LAW SCHOOL TO HAROLD HIRSCH HALL IN THE FALL 
OF 1932, I WAS ONE OF TWELVE STUDENTS IN THE SENIOR CLASS. WE WERE 
STILL IN THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND TO HELP ME STAY IN SCHOOL DEAN 
\\I! w \ '1 <!. 'totbo '\e J. 
EDMUNDS GAVE ME THE~OB OF LIBRARIAN OF THE LAW SCHOOL, WITH HOURS 
FROM 7 TO 10 P.M. FIVE NIGHTS A WEEK, AND WITH A SALARY OF $50.00 
A MONTH , WHICH PAID FOR MY ROOM, BOARD AND LAUNDRY. 
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THE LIBRARY THEN WAS LOCATED IN WHAT IS NOW THE LAW SCHOOL 
COURT ROOM. THE STACKS WERE WHERE THE FACULTY LOUNGE IS NOW 
LOCATED. WE HAD A FEW THOUSAND VOLUMES, BUT FOR THE MOST PART 
WE HAD MULTIPLE VOLUMES OF THE GEORGIA REPORTS. THE LORD ONLY 
KNOWS HOW MANY GEORGIA LAWYERS PRIOR TO 1930 WILLED THEIR LIBRARIES 
TO THE LAW SCHOOL, USUALLY CONSISTING OF A GEORGIA CODE, A BIBLE 
AND AN INCOMPLETE SET OF GEORGIA REPORTS. WE USED THE ALTON 
HOSCH METHOD OF CATALOGUING OUR VOLUMES IN THOSE DAYS - ALL OF 
OUR VOLUME ONES OF THE GEORGIA REPORTS TOGETHER, THEN ALL THE 
VOLUME TWOS, AND SO ON. WE HAD AS MANY AS 16 COPIES OF SOME OF 
THE VOLUMES OF GEORGIA REPORTS, BUT THERE WAS ONE VOLUME WE JUST 
COULDN'T KEEP IN STOCK. I DON ' T REMEMBER THE NUMBER OF THE VOLUME, 
BUT IT WAS THE ONE CONTAINING THE CASE OF WOOD V. STATE, A FORTY 
---
PAGE OPINION IN A RAPE CASE, WITH THIRTY-NINE PAGES DEVOTED TO A 
VERY DETAILED STATEMENT OF THE FACTS. 
THAT VOLUME HAD BEEN READ BY SO MANY LAW STUDENTS SO MANY TIMES 
THAT IF YOU DROPPED THE BOOK ON THE TABLE IT WOULD AUTOMATICALLY OPEN 
TO WOOD V. STATE. THOSE WERE THE DAYS BEFORE THE WONDERS OF XEROX, 
AND IF YOU WANTED TO READ WOOD V. STATE YOU HAD TO HAVE THAT VOLUME 
--- -
OF THE GOERGIA REPORTS. 
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TRUTH ALSO REQUIRES ME TO RELATE THAT THE JOB OF LIBRARIAN IN 
THOSE DAYS WAS AN EXTREMELY LONELY ONE. I CAN ONLY RECALL ONE 
STUDENT WHO USED THE LIBRARY AT NIGHT IN THOSE DAYS, THE LATE JOE 
SCHREIBER OF WAYCROSS. JOE COULD ALWAYS BE DEPENDED ON TO BE THERE 
UNTIL CLOSING TIME; AND AGAIN TRUTH COMPELS ME TO RELATE THAT ON 
MANY OCCASIONS, WHEN I HAD A HEAVY DATE, JOE SERVED AS LIBRARIAN 
PROTEM- AND WITHOUT PAY. NOW THERE WAS A REAL FRIEND! 
YES, THE LIBRARY HAS COME A LONG WAY, JUST AS HAS THE LAW 
SCHOOL, AND I AM HIGHLY HONORED TO BE PRESENTING TO THE LIBRARY 
TODAY WHAT WILL BE CATALOGUED AS VOLUMES 200 , 000 and 200,001. 
PERHAPS IT IS IN ORDER HERE TO TELL YOU SOMETHING ABOUT THESE 
VOLUMES. ON JUNE 3, 1962 AN AIR FRANCE PLANE, ON A CHARTER FLIGHT 
FOR THE ATLANTA ART ASSOCIATION, STARTED ITS TAKE-OFF FROM QRLY 
AIRFIELD IN PARIS, BOUND FOR ATLANTA. IT DID NOT MAKE IT. THE 
ENTIRE PASSENGER LIST, AND MOST OF THE CREW, PERISHED IN A FIERY 
CRASH JUST BEYOND THE END OF THE RUNWAY. IT WAS A SAD SUMMER 
FOR US IN ATLANTA, FOR ATLANTA LOST SO MANY OF ITS FINEST CITIZENS 
IN THE CRASH. UNDERSTANDABLY , MANY OF THE FAMILIES OF THE VICTIMS 
WERE UNWILLING TO ACCEPT THE TENDER BY AIR FRANCE OF 
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AWARD~ FIXED BY THE WARSAW CONVENTION, $8,300.00 FOR EACH DEATH. 
IT SOON BECAME APPARENT THAT NO SINGLE CLAIMANT COULD UNDERTAKE 
THE FINANCIAL BURDEN OF PREPARING SUCH A CASE FOR TRIAL, SO THE 
ATTORNEYS FOR MOST OF THE CLAIMANTS AGREED TO JOIN FORCES IN A 
UNITED EFFORT. IT WAS IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED THAT THERE WAS A 
NEED FOR EXPERT ASSISTANCE IN THIS PARTICULAR AREA AND THE ATLANTA 
GROUP ASSOCIATED FOR THIS PURPOSE MR. LEE KREINDLER OF NEW YORK, 
WHOM WE CONSIDERED TO BE PRE-EMINENT IN THE FIELD. THE ATLANTA 
LAWYERS GROUP SOON RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS TOO LARGE FOR EFFICIENT 
-
HANDLING OF THE CASE, SO AN ATLANTA COMMITTEE WAS DESIGNATED TO 
WORK IN CLOSE CO-OPERATION WITH MR. KREINDLER AND HIS ASSOCIATES. 
h ~~~ 
~THE COMMITTEE ~ THE LATE WILLIAM H. SCHRODER, HUGH DORSEY 
wey-e. 
AND HERBERT RINGEL. LATER THERE WA£ ADDED AS BACK-UP MEN FOR TRIAL, 
CHARLES GOWEN AND ~SELF. 
UNDER THE WARSAW CONVENTION THE LIMIT OF RECOVERY FOR ANY ONE 
DEATH, IN THE ABSENCE OF PROOF OF "DOL", A FRENCH LEGAL TERM WITH 
THE ROUGH EQUIVALENT OF GROSS NEGLIGENCE WITH OVERTONES OF WILFUL 
MISCONDUCT, WAS ONLY $8,300.00. THE FIRST EFFORTS, THEREFORE, WERE 
DIRECTED TOWARD ESTABLISHING THAT THE WARSAW CONVENTION DID NOT 
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APPLY TO A CHARTER FLIGHT. 
FOR THE MOST PART, IT IS THIS PROPOSITION WHICH COMPRISES THE 
MAIN THRUST OF THESE TWO VOLUMES. A COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT, IN FRENCH, 
OF ALL THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS 
,, 
CONTRIES WHO ULTIMATELY PRODUCED THE DOCUMENT KNOWN AS THE WARSAW 
CONVENTION FOR THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES RELATING TO INTER-
\\ 
NATIONAL CARRIAGE BY AIR WAS LOCATED AT MC GILL UNIVERSITY IN TORONTO. 
jtu, I ,f 1 ~ ~ 1-ftYk... 
BOTH SIDES IN ~~~  EMPLOYED TOP-FLIGHT, BI-LINGUAL FRENCH 
LEGAL SCHOLARS TO REVIEW THESE TRANSCRIPTS AND PROVIDE APPROPRIATE 
TRANSLATIONS NOT ONLY OF THE WORDS, BUT THEIR LEGAL MEANINGS UNDER 
FRENCH LAW, SINCE THE AGREED INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE FOR USE IN THE 
~ WARSAW CONVENTION WAS FRENCH. 
IT IS MY SINCERE BELIEF THAT THE CALIBRE OF LEGAL SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLIED 'I'O THIS ISSUE BY BOTH SIDES WAS SUPERB. AND I THINK IT IS 
A FAIR STATEMENT THAT IN THESE TWO VOLUMES IS THE BEST AND MOST 
DETAILED, AND COMPLETE, RESEARCH INTO THE WARSAW CONVENTION TO BE 
FOUND IN ANY LIBRARY IN THE WORLD. I CAN MAKE THIS STATEMENT WITHOUT 
BEING IN THE LEAST IMMODEST, SINCE I CONTRIBUTED NOT ONE WORD TO ANY 
OF THE BRIEFS OR TRANSCRIPTS CONTAINED IN EITHER VOLUME. AS A RESEARCH 
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TOOL IN THE YEARS TO COME I WOULD HOPE THEY WILL BE OF VALUE TO THE 
LAW LIBRARY. 
THE QUESTION INVOLVED WAS A CLOSE ONE. THE DECISION OF THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA WAS 
APPEALED TO THE FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEAls. THAT COURT HELD THE 
CASE FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED LENGTH OF TIME, ALMOST TWO YEARS, BEFORE 
AFFIRMING THE DISTRICT COURT BY A 2 'l'O 1 DECISION. CERTIORARI TO THE 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT WAS DENIED. 
AS WE WERE PREPARING TO TRY THE LEAD CASE, BATES BLOCK, EXECUTOR 
OF THE ESTATE OF BAXTER JONES, JR. vs. AIR FRANCE, ON THE ISSUE OF 
"DOL", THE CASE TOOK AN UNUSUAL TURN. THE SECOND CIRCUIT COURT OF 
APPEALS DECIDED IN THE CASE OF ALITALIA AIRLINES v. LISI THAT THE 
LIMITATIONS OF THE WARSAW CONVENTION DID NOT APPLY IF THE TICKET ISSUED 
BY THE AIRLINE DID NOT GIVE ADEQUATE NOTICE OF THE LIMITATION OF 
DAMAGES UNDER THE CONVENTION. THAT CASE WAS APPEALED TO THE UNITED 
STATES SUPREME COURT BY PETITION FOR CERTIORARI. THE ATLANTA CLAIMANTS, 
BY LEAVE OF THE SUPREME COURT, FILED A BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE, URGING 
THAT THE DECISION OF THE LOWER COUR'l' BE AFFIRMED. IT WAS, AND WE HAD 
A NEW BALL-GAME. DURING THE COURSE OF OUR FINAL PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE 
THE ATLANTA CLAIMS WERE SETTLED FOR FIVE AND A QUARTER MILLION 
DOLLARS, THE LARGEST SINGLE TORT SETTLEMENT OF MULTIPLE CASES TO 
THAT DATE. 
I MENTIONED EARLIER THAT THESE VOLUMES CONSTITUTE THE MOST 
DETAILED AND COMPLETE ANALYSIS OF THE WARSAW CONVENTION TO BE FOUND 
IN ANY LAW LIBRARY. I ALSO BELIEVE THAT THESE VOLUMES ARE UNIQUE. 
WHEN I GOT THE IDEA OF COMPILING ALL THE BRIEFS, DECISIONS AND 
RECORDS IN THESE CASES INTO BOUND VOLUMES I FOUND TO MY SURPRISE THAT 
I HAD A MORE COMPLETE SET OF THESE DOCUMENTS THAN ANY OF MY COLLEAGUES, 
WAS 
AND MINE ~ NOT COMPLETE. THROUGH THE COURTESY AND CO-OPERA'I'ION 
OF MESStRS KREINDLER, SCHRODER, DORSEY, RINGEL AND GOWEN, I FINALLY 
HAD A COMPLETE SET. THEY WERE TOO MANY TO BIND IN ONE VOLUME. HENCE 
THE SET OF TWO. 
ONE MORE POINT OF INTEREST DESERVES TELLING HERE. IT WAS THE 
AIR FRANCE DISASTER WHICH PRECIPITATED THE CHANGE IN THE LIMIT ON 
DAMAGES ALLOWED UNDER THE WARSAW CONVENTION. WHEN SECRETARY OF STATE 
DEAN RUSK~HAD THE INADEQUACY OF THE AWARD OF ONLY $8,300.00 FOR A 
DEATH RESULTING DURING INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAVEL BROUGHT HOME TO HIM 
AS A RESULT OF THE AIR FRANCE CASE, HE PUT THE INTERNATIONAL AND 
DIPLOMATIC MACHINERY IN MOTION WHEREBY THOSE LIMITS WERE RAISED 
IN THIS COUNTRY FROM $8,300.00 TO $75,000.00. 
HAD THOSE LIMITS APPLIED IN 1962, I DOUBT THAT THESE VOLUMES 
WOULD HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE. 
BUT HERE THEY ARE, AND IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT I 
DELIVER THEM TO PRESIDENT DAVISON. 
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